issue 22 Apr 04 


BILL WILLINGHAM 
TONY AKINS 
JIMMY PALMIOTTI 


SUGGESTED FOR 
MATURE READERS 


vertigocomics.com 


|) FE eee | Es) 
oe al hind =a u fll | 

yn 
5 ln 


i | 
| 
IN 


N | 
Vinderella libertine 


Bill Tony jimmy Daniel YVodd James JMariah Shelly 
Willingham Akins Palmiotti Vozzo Klein Jean Hueaner Bond 


\ co 
I'M NOT EMBARRASSED. I'M HARDLY 
THE SHRINKING VIOLET EVERYONE _/_] 
IMAGINES ME TO BE. 
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|//_ BECAUSE HE'S THE 
/ SOLE REASON WE EVER 
HAVE THESE LUNCHES. 
WE'RE NOT FRIENDS-- 
CLOSE OR OTHERWISE. 

WE DON'T TRAVEL IN 

THE SAME SOCIAL 

CIRCLES. 


IMPORTANT BECAUSE 


FROM THE ACTUAL 
\ ELECTED 


SITUATION, CINDY, SINCE 
YOU OWN THE GLASS 
SLIPPER, AS WELL 
AS RUN IT. SHITHEEL |N 
cS QUESTION. 


AN ANNUAL MEETING 

eee OF HIS PAROLE BOARD, 
GETTING TOGETHER ONCE 
A YEAR TO CONFIRM THAT 


HE'S STILL AN UNREPENTANT a 
FUCK AND CONTINUES 
me TO BE DESERVING OF 
OUR ORGANIZED “re 


CONTEMPT. 


THE FILTHY RICH ARE 


I JUST DON'T SEE 
WHY EVERY TIME WE GET 


TOGETHER, PRINCE CHARMING 


AUTOMATICALLY BECOMES 
THE SINGLE TOPIC OF 
CONVERSATION. 


IS REDUCED TO BEING A 
LOWLY SHOE STORE 
. CLERK. 


COME TOGETHER ON 
THESE RARE OCCASIONS 
BECAUSE OF THE 


a 


RESTAURANT. 


ow, IT ABSOLUTELY “N iat 3 -/ mayBe BECAUSE 
J NECESSARY THAT YOU THIS ISAMW/CE ig I HAVE THE MOST 


EXACTLY, 
COMPARED NOTES FOR TOO MANY YEARS WHICH PROVES 
TO LET YOU GET AWAY WITH A MY POINT. 
STATEMENT LIKE THAT. 


N/ DO You FIGURE? 
THIS IVE GOT 


“SIMPLE. SNOW WHITE WAS WIFE NUMBER ONE. HE'D qi 


NEVER BEEN WED BEFORE, SO INHER CASE OUR 
HANDSOME PRINCE MIGHT NOT HAVE KNOWN OF HIS F 
MANY WEAKNESSES IN MARITAL FIDELITY. 


CoN lg, 


“THEN COMES BRIAR ROSE, OUR 
FAMOUS SLEEPING BEAUTY. 
LT as VALINY NN SAI 
“WE KNOW HE WAS AUTHENTICALLY IN LOVE 
WITH YOU AT F/RST, OR HE NEVER WOULD 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO WAKE YOU WITH HIS 
TRUE-LOVE'S KISS.” 


OF US, JM THE ONE 
MOST INJURED BY 
PRINCE CHARMING 


: AND HIS WAYS. 
> oe 


7 AND IN THAT CASE HE “/ THINGS DIDN'T WORK \ 
MAY STILL HAVE BEL/EVED © OUT WITH SNOW, BUT WHAT 
HE COULD MAKE AGO AT IF THAT WAS SIMPLY DUE 
LASTING DEVOTION. TO NOT BEING WITH THE 
RIGHT PERSON? 


/ BY THE TIME IT WAS MY y Q.E.D, LADIES. 
TURN, HE KNEW WELL IN I'M DESERVEDLY 
ADVANCE HE'D DESTROY BITTER AND I PLAN 
ME, AND YET HE JUST TO STAY THAT 
DIDN'T G/VE A FLYING 
FUCK. 


| J 
AGAIN? 
YOUR SHOE 
STORE MUST BE 
DOING BETTER 
THAN YOU 
PROFESS. 


\ — 


G “AND SO NOW I'M OFF TO 
| SPEND WHAT'S LEFT OF ky 
By) THE COMPANY ASSETS-- 
\ 


YOUR 
ARGUMENT IS 
THAT I WAS HIS |) 
LEGITIMATE £ 
SECOND 
CHANCE? 


KNOW THAT THE DEFECT 4 J 
WAS IN A/M. Ze 


HE HAD TO KNOW 6 e 
HIS WOMANIZING WAS CHRONIC \J 
AND THAT HE WOULD EVENTUALLY 
HURT ME. 


NOW, IF 


YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, 
AS MUCH FUN AS THIS 
HAS BEEN, I'M RUN- 16 He AIRPORT, 


I'M OFF 


NING ale FOR A WILD AND 
eee, WANTON EUROPEAN 
VACATION. 


_€ 


ON THE 
CONTRAR®, \T'S 
DOING RATHER Jf 

SHITTILY. 


y I 
NEVER CUT OUT 
TO BE A FUCKING 
\. MERCHANT. 


“BEFORE MY 
CREDITORS GET 
WIND THAT I 
ABSCONDED 
WITH THEM.” 


“ANGRY EX-WIFE” ACT, 
HOOK, LINE AND 


BY NOW THE 
GOSSIP IS ALL OVER 
FABLETOWN THAT NOT ONLY 
AM I A HORRIBLE WOMAN, 
BUT I'M A FINANCIAL 

DEADBEAT 


Ftatel de 0d 


Claires Sanat 


NII IX EI s 
/| XXX yea 


XXX 


NO ONE 
WILL SUSPECT WHY 
I'M REALLY IN 


WE'RE ON 
SCHEDULE. 


WILL. (A I SECRETLY SERVE ONLY 


LAD 


CRANE? OR 
LS sik? _g 


I DARED 
HOPE THERE WAS 
AT LEAST SOME 
HONEST AFFEC- 
TION. 
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"WAKE UB & 
SLEEPYHEAD. YOU'RE \ 
MISSING THIS GLORIOUS J 


S I HAVE TO 
FINISH THE WORK WE 
DIDN'T GET TO LAST NIGHT, 
BECAUSE YOUR WILD 
ANIMAL PASS/ONS 
TOOK OVER. 


ARE YOU 
KIDDING? 


ISN'T A PLACE 
OR AN EVENT IN THIS 
UNIVERSE WHERE T 
WOULDN'T BE PROUD 
AS A PEACOCK TO 
HAVE YOU ON 


THEN 
SIGN RIGHT HERE 
AND WE'RE IN 
DR, BUSINESS. 


oe \ 

AS SOON 
WITH YOU AS 
MY CONSORT? AS YOU MAKE AN 


h HONEST WOMAN 


RULING BY MY 
“SIDE? OUT OF ME 
~ 


THE OFFICIAL 


OCUMENT, GUARANTEEING 
THAT WHEN MY MASTER'S FORCES 


--WITH ALL 
OF THE RIGHTS, 
DUTIES, PRIVILEGES-- 
AND RICHES--THAT 


Za 
> 


LET'S GO FIND 
A PARSON, RIGH 


 ! 
NOT SO 
THEN FAST, YOU 
_ BRUTE. 
NOW: LF 


IN RETURN 
FOR MY SERVICES 


WEDDING. 


See 


— = 
BUT, ICHABOD, YOU 
MUST NEVER AGAIN CALL 
HIM BY THAT CRUDE AND 
VULGAR NAME. 


HIS LOYAL 
SUBJECTS, AMONG YS 
WHOM YOU'RE NOW 
COUNTED, REFER TO 
HIM AS THE EMPEROR, 
WITH ALL PROPER 
RESPECT AND 
OBEISANCE. & 


/ BUT YOU \/~ WHO /S HE? 


KNOW HIM? “ ALL OF FABLETOWN 
YOU'VE SEEN GURNS TO KNOW | 
HIMIN. NX THAT-- 


S060 WE 
TAKE A SHOWER, 
STINKY, BEFORE 

I STARVE TO 


I LIKED TO 
RUN AN EGALITARIAN 
BUSINESS OFFICE, BUT 


STUFF AND 
NONSENSE, TI SAY. T 
7 ATTEMPTED TO EXPRESS MY 
GRAT/TUDE FOR HER FINE 
WORK AND SHE CHOSE TO 
M/ISINTERPRET My 
GESTURE. 


ALL STUFF 
AND NONSENSE. SNOW 
WHITE MADE SOME.., 
ACCUSATIONS. 


WHITE WAS My 
ASSISTANT THEN, 
JUST AS BOY 
BLUE IS HERS 
NOW. 


FABLETOWN, AS 
KING COLE'S DEPUTY, 


FOR NEARLY A HUNDRED 
“NS AND FIFTEEN 
\ 


SO WHAT 
HAPPENED? T 
REMEMBER THERE 
WAS SOME SORT 
OF SCANPAL, BUT 


WITH THE DEGREE OF 
FAMILIARITY. 


WASN'T THERE 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
, YOU TRYING TO KISS HER, 


IN HINDSIGHT 
E NOW THAT SHE WAS 


THE PARTICULAR \ AFTER HOURS, WITH THE J) AMBITIOUS, AND HER ACCUSA- 
DETAILS ESCAPE DOOR \OCKED? ri) TIONS WERE DESIGNED TO MOVE 
ME. > »| iN ME OUT, SO THAT SHE —— 
COULD TAKE OVER. 
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EE 

WATCH our 
FOR THAT ONE. SHE'S 
A VIPER. SHE EVEN PLANTED 
FALSE EVIDENCE THAT I EMBEZ- 
ZLED COMMUNITY FUNDS. I HAD 
NO CHOICE BUT TO RESIGN 
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OVER AGAIN, WE CAN TAKE 
SPECIAL PLEASURE IN w 
PUTTING SOME THINGS pe 
TO RIGHT. 1 


— va 
7 WHEN THE 
EMPEROR'S ARMIES ‘\\ 
] COME, AND YOU TAKE - 
il 


xt 


PAY THAT HUSSY 
HER RIGHTFUL DUES-- 
IN A PUBLIC SQUARE, 
WITH A NEW 


HEAR YOUR STORY. Pits NOT WITH HIM ALL ALONG. 
WHY Bo You ALLY ALTOGETHER SINCE BEFORE COMING 
‘OUR: TH T ~ TO T ORLD. 
M ADVER--UHM, THE APLEASANT | 
EMPEROR? 


LONG HAVE 
YOU SPIED 
FOR HIM2 
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TELL ME. 
I WANT TO KNOW 
EVERY THING 


ji ABOUT YOU. 
= 


LET'S GO BACK TO 
MY ROOM--TO OUR BED-- 
WHERE YOU CAN HOLP ME 
WHILE I ue YOu My 


a H / I DON'T TH oe 


pS / WHAT? | MY DARLING, WHAT 
Ze | GET ME JUST ARE YOu--? 
aw = 


—— 


WE'VE 
REMEM 


ED 
FOR 
BER? 


y 


HIS 


DON'T BE AN /D/OT, V IML 
CRANE. I'M EXACTLY 
\ | WHO YOU'VE ALWAYS CINDERELLA'S 


ADVERSARY? 


SOLD US OUT FOR THE 
STANDARD TREASON 
TRIFECTA. 


EVIDENCE IS IN 
HIS BRIEFCASE, 
BIGBY. 


AS WELL AS 
PERSONAL REPORTS 
ON EACH FABLE 
LIVING IN-- 


I 
ESPECIALLY 
ENJOYED WHAT HE 
HAD TO SAY ABOUT 
ME. 


FOR A FORMER 
WRITING TEACHER, HE 
SURE FOUND NEW WAYS 
TO OVERUSE “MONGREL” 


HE REVEALS 
OUR ESTIMATED MILITARY AND AN 
STRENGTH, AND GIVES A ANALYSIS OF OUR 
DETAILED NOMENCLATURE WEAPONS MANUFAC- 
OF OUR TACTICAL MAGIC TURING UP AT THE 
ARTIFACTS. FARM. 


-m Lvs 


I KNOW. 
I'VE BEEN READING 
WHILE YOU WERE 


AND 
THEN THERE'S THIS 


EXTENDED RAPE- 
FANTASY ABOUT 
SNOW. 


AND “WHIPPED CUR” INA -\ 


SINGLE RUN-ON 
SENTENCE, 


mt 


P --T WENT ALONG 
WITH I, STRICTLY AS 
A SUBTERFUGE-- 


~~ IT WAS A STING, 
BIGBY! A STING! I 


WAS INVESTIGATING STAY HERE FOR 
/ 


THIS WITCH HUNT! 
YOU HAVE NO 
AUTHORITY 


~ HERE! 
f y 
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HE EVEN 
SIGNED A FULL 
CONFESSION, 
DISGUISED ASA 
CONTRACT, FOR 
HIS PLACE IN 
THE NEW 
REGIME. 


<—T T'LL HAVE \ 
colt, ' 1 ; TO LET YOU GO 
WAIT OUTSIDE, HE i SOON. 
CINDY WHILE [amg hy 
T HAVE A Jig ai 4 
PRIVATE 4) ~ — SSN 4 ~ - 
woRD With VW, . 


A FAVOR AND 
LOOK OUT THE 
WINDOW. 


\ 


4 SO WHAT 
7 HAPPENS NOW? WILL © 
YOU DRAG ME IN D/S- 
GRACE BACK TO 
FABLETOWN? 


TELL ME 
WHEN YOU SEE 
CINDERELLA APPEAR }\ 
DOWN IN THE , 
COURTYARD. 


, \ I MADE ITLOOK SN& 
IF THERE Yy ; ) : WHAT LIKE AN ACCIDENT--AT 
WAS I'D HAVE j yj ABOUT THE 


) LEAST ENOUGH TO FOOL 
TO REVEAL THAT Ve BODY? FRENCH Cops. 
YOU WORK FOR k J 


ATLEASTONE \ 
AGENT COMPLETELY 
M OFF THE BOOKS--THAT 
NO ONE KNOWS 
ABOUT BUT 
ME. 4 


FOND OF ANYONE 
WHO MAKES 
INGRATITUDE 
A POINT OF 
NATIONAL 


EN AGAIN, 


MUCH A NATION AS 
AN UNWASHED RABBLE, 
GLUED TOGETHER BY |= 
I AN OVERABUNDANCE 
OF CHEESES. 


ie | Ge He E BE SURE TO TIP 
CROWD. T'LL BE HER! \ \ 

SOUNDS LIKE ALL WEEK. . YOUR WAITRESS AND 
REHEARSED \ ‘ BE CAREFUL ON THE 


MATERIAL, ¥ : LN \ DRIVE HOME. 


NEXT: March of the Wooden Soldiers continues! 


